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Soldiers of the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment, 1914-1915
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REMEMBER AISNE 1914

2014 marks the centenary of the start of the Great War which will be commemorated with number of ceremonies and events 
in the Aisne Department, here in France, in what was to become one of the most damaged areas of the war along the Western 
Front. 

Numerous British soldiers died or were reported missing during the Battle of the Aisne in September 1914. Today, their 
names are carved on the memorial of La Ferté-sous-Jouarre  in the Seine-et-Marne Department. However most of them were 
killed during the assault of the Chemin des Dames in the Aisne Department, in September 1914.

Encouraged by the visit of Mr. Andrew Murrison (MP), the Prime Minister’s special representative for the centenary com-
memoration of the First World War, the Aisne Department has planned an event dedicated to the memory of the thousands 
of British soldiers who died in September 1914. In order to incorporate the Aisne Department into the international cycle of 
centenary commemorations, this will include a series of activities led in France and the United Kingdom.

Minister for International Security Strategy, Dr Andrew Murrison (MP),
Senator Yves Daudigny, President of the Aisne Departement,

1st of July 2012



3

Cerny-en-Laonnois, between Mons (Bel) and Reims (Fr)
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The Chemin des Dames Battlefield
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Monuments and cemeteries in Cerny-en-Laonnois
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French soldiers in 1914 British soldiers in the Aisne in 1914

4 british soldiers win the Victoria Cross 
during the Aisne Battle in September 
1914
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14th SEPTEMBER 1914 - 2014

During the Battle of the Aisne, the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) underwent its most terrible 
day on 14th of September 1914. 

Following their victory on the Marne the pursuing German Army broke off their action on the 
heights of the valley of the Aisne river. On that day, the first Brigade (made up of 72 regiments) of 
the British Expeditionary Force tried to take the Chemin des Dames around the village of Cerny-
en-Laonnois. The stubborn resistance of the Germans stopped the British troops who lost 2000 
men this day. Records and historians indicate that around 12 000 were lost in total during the 
Battle of the Aisne. 

In order to keep their positions, the British and the French dug their first trenches. They begin-
ning a new kind of warefare that eventually ran along the whole front line from the Channel to 
Switzerland.



The Chapel, Memorial of the Chemin des Dames
in Cerny-en-Laonnois

7German and French cemeteries in Cerny-en-Laonnois

Today several commemorative sites and monuments remind these events on the 
Chemin des Dames: Cerny-en-Laonnois Loyal North Lancashire Regiment Monu-
ment, Vendresse British Cemetery and Vailly British Cemetery. In addition, several 
other cemeteries gather further remains of British soldiers who died in 1914 and 
1918.

CERNY-EN-LAONNOIS : A PLACE OF REMEMBRANCE

Cerny-en-Laonnois is the site on the Chemin des Dames Battlefield which received 
the largest number of official visits since the end of the First World War, like the 
remembrance event of the Fiftieth anniversary of the beginning of the war In 1954. 
The association of the Chemin des Dames Memorial organizes every year a ceremo-
ny in memory of fallen soldiers on the Chemin des Dames. The participants, having 
met in front of the Chapel, then in the French cemetery, the German cemetery and 
the British Monument.
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22 July 1923 : Inauguration of the column dedicated to the 1st battalion of the Loyal North Lan-
cashire Regiment

24 July 1927 : Ceremony in 1927 in Cerny-en-Laonnois with Edouard Herriot, Minister of the 
Education

22 April 1951 : Inauguration of the Memorial-Chapel in Cerny-en-Laonnois  

1954 : Ceremonies to mark the 40th anniversary of the beginning of the war with René Coty, 
Prime Minister. 

4 May 1958 : Ceremony with the Marechal Juin

27 May 1962 : Ceremony of the 45th anniversary of the Chemin des Dames offenssive of 1917, 
with Veterans Minister, Raymond Triboulet

25 October 1964 : Ceremony of the anniversary of 1914 and 1944

16 April 1967 : Ceremony to mark the 50th Anniversary of the Chemin des Dames Offensive of 
1917, with the Defense Minister, Pierre Messmer

10 July 2014 : Ceremony in the French Cemetery with French President François Hollande

Inauguration of the Loyal North Lancashire monument in 1923
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Ceremony in Cerny-en-Laonnois, 2014
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A Remembrance event to mark the British presence in the Aisne in 1914 is being organised as a 
joint project between the French and the British Governments as well as the Aisne Departement.

This event has already been included into the program of official remembrances of both countries 
on the occasion of the centenary, in cooperation with the French Centenary Mission. It is designed 
to pay a tribute to the soldiers who died in the war, regardless of their nationality. The ceremony will 
take place around the chapel of the Memorial of the Chemin des Dames and the British Monument 
of the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment in Cerny-en-Laonnois.

Speeches by French and British representatives are scheduled for the commemoration; likewise the 
presence of a German delegation in the spirit of the centenary philosophy. A memorial stone to 
mark this event will be laid in the chapel of Cerny-en-Laonnois. In order to strengthen the meaning 
of this tribute, poppies will be laid as well. 

A walk is also planned between the British Cemetery in Vendresse-Beaulne and the Loyal North 
Lancashire monument in Cerny-en-Laonnois (1,5 km), retracing the British attack of September 
14th 1914.

10 am :   
10.30 am

Remembrance Ceremony of 100th 
Anniversary of the Battle of the Aisne

Cerny-en-Laonnois
-

Benediction in front the Chapel

10.00 pm 
Walk to Cerny-en-Laonnois 

Memorial

14 SEPTEMBER 2014

9.30 pm 
Rally at the British Cemetery of Vendresse

The Last Post Call

10 am :   
11.00 am

Wreath-laying in the French and the 
German cemeteries

11.30 am
Wreath-laying at the Loyal North 

Lancashire Monument

PROGRAMME   



1,2 km
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Walk from the British Cemetery of Vendresse-Beaulne to Cerny-en-Laonnois
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BRITISH CEMETERY OF VENDRESSE
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The Cemetery of Vendresse is situated along the road 967 between the villages 
of  Cerny-en-Laonnois and Vendresse-Beaulne.  It is located South of Cerny-en-
Laonnois and the Troyon Ravine where the British troops fought a hard battle in 
September 1914.

This cemetery shelters the bodies of 729 British soldiers. The last of which was 
interred in 2013, although not identified, it was believed a member of the Queens 
Regiment (RWSR) which paid a heavy toll during the fight of September 14th 

1914.

Again, this cemetery received the soldiers bodies who fell in the fighting of Sep-
tember/October 1914 and the later battle of May 1918. In 1918, three British divi-
sions occupied the Craonne Sector on the west side of the Chemin des Dames. 
They suffered heavy casualties during the German offensive on May 27th 1918. 

In this cemetery lay the body of Brigadier General Ralph Husey, commanding the 
25th Brigade (London Rifle Brigade). Also Lieutenant-Colonel James Thomson  
(DSC) commanding the Yorkshire Regiment.

Lieutenant Miller killed on 
September 14th 1914

British Cemetery of Vendresse



TOMMIES ON THE AISNE

The exhibition «September 1914, Tommies on the Aisne» tells the story of the BEF’s 
involvement with their French Allies on the Chemin des Dames during September 1914 
and traces the BEF’s journey to the Aisne from the UK, via Mons and the Marne.
It will highlight the «entente cordiale» between British and French armies and focus on 
their difficulties as they crossed the River Aisne under shellfire, establishing a bridgehead 
on the northern bank and then climbed the steep ridges of the Chemin des Dames. 
These exhausted soldiers had no knowledge whether the Germans would continue the 
advance towards Laon or hold the line. The exhibition will also enforce the fact that first 
trenches of the Western Front that stretched across the European frontier were certainly 
dug at the first battle of the Aisne during September 1914. A new war started...

Free entrance exhibition from April to December 2014

Opening times (exhibition, shop, coffee bar)
10 am - 6 pm from September to June
Closed on Tuesday mornings

10 am - 7 pm in July and August
Open on public holidays

Guided Tours of the Caverne Museum (Guided Tours only)
10 am - 4.30 pm (5.30 pm in July/August)
Tours every 30 to 45 minutes
Tours in English everyday at noon

www.caverne-du-dragon.fr
Tel. +33 3 23 25 14 18
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14Cerny-en-Laonnois & the Caverne du Dragon Museum



THE RUGBY PLAYERS’ TRENCH

Th e Great War took a heavy toll on rugby, more than on any other sport.  Several dozen-
top fl ight French and British rugby players died or were seriously injured during the 
course of the fi ghting between 1914 and 1918. Among these men, several fell on the 
Chemin des Dames in the Aisne Department. First among them, Ronald Simson, consi-
dered to be the fi rst British international player to die during the Great War, who dies 
on 15th September 1914, near Cerny-en-Laonnois. He will be followed by several French 
players, including a large number during the 1917 off ensives. In memory of these men, 
as well as all the sportsmen of all nationalities who spent time in the trenches during the 
Great War, the Aisne Department wishes to pay a special tribute, to coincide with the 
centenary of the First World War on 12, 13 & 14 September 2014.

Charles Edward Wilson, Blackheath FC, 
died on 17th September 1914 on the 

Chemin des Dames

Ronald Simson’s grave, Moulins cemetery,
Chemin des Dames
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To measure the loss of all the rugby players during the 
Great War, it must be compared to the disappearance 
of nearly 50% of today’s greatest international players. 
From this generation, the soldiers from the South-West 
of France, who spent several periods on the Chemin 
des Dames, were worst affected. A “Basque trench”, na-
med near Hurtebise in 1917, bears testimony to this. In 
1928, one of the biggest monuments on the Chemin des 
Dames was inaugurated, in memory of the soldiers from 
the South-West who perished in 1914 and 1917: the mo-
nument to the Basques. Leaning on a column, near the 
former “Carrefour de la Mort” (Crossroads of Death), a 
farmer wearing a Basque beret scans the horizon. The 
monument was erected thanks to contributions from 
towns and departments in the South-West.

Based on this history and this memory, the Aisne De-
partment wanted a new trench to be created, a virtual 
trench for peace in remembrance of that generation 
of sportsmen who suffered or died during the Great 
War: “The Rugby Players’ Trench”. This will be a spor-
ting event to serve as a bridge of remembrance between 
yesterday’s and today’s players. Through the history of 
those rugby players during the Great War, the project 
will pay tribute to all the sportsmen involved in this ter-
rible conflict. A ceremony at the foot of the Monument 
to the Basques, near the villages of Craonne and Craon-

nelle to coincide with the anniversary of fighting on the 
Chemin des Dames in September 1914, will make this 
homage tangible, thanks to the attendance of all profes-
sional and amateur sportsmen and women who wish to 
be present, along with anyone else wishing to share this 
moment of contemplation.

A rugby tournament will enable a spirit of remembrance 
to be added to the virtues of sport and the respect of 
others. It will be a time for the memory of the Great 
War to be transmitted to the young generations and the 
tournament will be made up of teams of U7s and U15s, 
brought together for this occasion. It will be organised 
and supervised by the Comité Départemental de Rugby 
de l’Aisne and the Comité de Rugby des Flandres, with 
the support of Laon Rugby Club. For the duration of the 
tournament, each team will have the task of remembe-
ring a player who fell during the Great War in the Aisne 
Department and will receive a souvenir of the day.

To pay tribute to all sportsmen of all nationalities, Bri-
tish teams London Scottish and Blackheath FC will be 
invited to play the following day against U15, U17 and 
U18 french teams, which will be played to mark the cen-
tenary and as a tribute to peace and to the rugby players 
who fell between 1914 and 1918. Rugby players will 
wear the names of the fallen soldiers on their shirts.

10 am :   
10 am

Remembrance Ceremony to the 
Rugby Players

Basques Monument
Craonnelle, Chemin des Dames

2 pm 
Junior Tournament

( U 15s )
Laon Stadium 

2 pm
1st game (U 17s)

 Blackheath FC / Flanders Select XV
2nd game (U 18s)

London Scottish FC / Racing Metro 92
Laon Stadium

PROGRAMME   

13 SEPTEMBER 2014
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Soldiers of the 2nd Bn King’s Royal Rifle Corps took the Sugar Factory of 
Cerny-en-Lannois with the 2nd Bn Sussex Regiment & 1st Bn dof the Loyal 

North Lancashire, 1st Bn Northamptonshire Regiment.

Cerny-en-Laonnois village is lost and taken by the 1st Bn Black Watch, 1st Bn 
Scots Guards, 1st Bn Coldsteam Guards & 1st Bn Cameron Highlanders. 

Private Ross Tollerton , 1st Bn Cameron Highlanders, wins the Victoria Cross.

Killed, Missing & Wounded : 

2nd Bn King’s Royal Rifle Corps : 321
1st Bn Northamptonshire : 108

1st Bn Loyal North Lancashire : 514 
2nd Bn Sussex Regiment : 212

1st Bn Cameron Highlanders : 168
1st Bn Black Watch : 196
1st Bn Scots Guards : 119

1st Bn Coldstream Guards : 388 

Attack of the 2nd Welsh Brigade around Chivy Valley
Lance Corporal William Fuller, 2nd Bn The Welsh Regiment, wins the Victoria 

Cross

Killed, Missing & Wounded :

1st Bn South Wales Borderers : 151
2nd Bn Welsh Regiment : 193

1st Bn The Queen’s Regiment : 151
1st Bn Gloucestershire Regiment : 87

At Missy-sur-Aisne, Captain William Johnson wins the Victoria Cross for 
crossing the Aisne River under German fire.

At Verneuil, 1st Bn Royal Berkshires took Braye-en-Laonnois. 
Private George Wilson, 2nd Bn Highland Light Infantry wins the Victoria Cross.

Killed, Missing & Wounded :

1st  Bn King’s Royal rifle Corps : 168
1st Bn Royal Berkshires : 41 

2nd Bn Highland Light Infantry : 123
2nd Bn  Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire Light Infantry : 44

4th Guards Brigade crossed the Aisne River at Pont-Arcy, took Soupir village, 
and Cour Soupir Farm.

Killed, Missing & Wounded:

2nd Bn Connaugt Rangers : 258
2nd Bn  Grenadier Guards : 127
2nd Bn Coldstream Guards : 65
3rd Bn Coldstream Guards : 178

1st Bn Irish Guards : 120

14 SEPTEMBER 1914

Sources: 
Leo Cooper, Westlake Ray British Battalions in France & Belgium 1914. 1997 .UK, 354 p.
Kendall Paul, Aisne 1914, The Dawn of the Trench Warfare. The history press , 2012, UK, 416 p.
Thanks to Yves Fohlen, qualified guide at the Caverne du Dragon Museum.
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Conseil général de l’Aisne 
rue Paul Doumer, 02013 Laon Cedex

Mission Chemin des Dames / Centenaire de la Grande Guerre 
 Dr. Franck Viltart, First World War Centenary Project Leader

Email : fviltart@cg02.fr  / Tel. +33 3 23 24 99 53
http://14-18.aisne.com
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